Winners Never Quit & Quitters Never . . .

John 15:4 Abide  in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. ESV

Gal 6:9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,  if we do not give up. ESV

Heb 10:36-39 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may  receive what is promised. 37 For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 38  but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him."39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

Spiritual fruitfulness.  That sort of sounds weird doesn't it?  Not something that you use in casual conversation with your friends.  Oh, you probably have some friends that are fruity but not in any spiritual kind of way!  And it seems weird because it refers to people as if they were trees which is not an ordinary way of looking at people.  

Think about it with me, if your friend were to be described as a tree, then what kind of tree would it be?  I went to school with some guys in high school that could only be described as huge cedar trees and to whom I used to yell, “Big!  Fat!  Hairy!”  Their legs were forty inches around and they'd been shaving since the 3rd grade and they were bigger than the cedars of Lebanon.  And then I had some other friends who were wispy willows if we're doing the whole tree comparison thing.  They were super thin and always on a diet.  They were clumsy and always tripping over something.  Come to think of it, that describes my sister-in-law – she's a willow tree!  

As strange as it sounds, the Bible often used natural things to illustrate spiritual truths and the whole “speaking of people as if they were trees” is a common trait.  The very first Psalm in the Old Testament reads:

Ps 1:1-3 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in  the way of sinners, nor  sits in  the seat of  scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his  law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by  streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its  leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. ESV 

Say it with me, “He is like a tree.”  A tree that produces fruit – so is every person who is righteous or who lives right before the Lord.  And there are a zillion other scriptures that take up this figure.  As strange as it sounds, spiritually you are like a fruit tree and you are created to produce fruit and to be fruitful.  Not fruity – fruitful!  That is the theme of this service tonight and really that is the will of God summed up in your life in a nutshell – for you to be fruitful in the kingdom of God.  The purpose of your pastor, your local church, your youth ministry, and even the district youth department is that you would be fruitful for God.  This is a challenge!  It is the will of God for us to be spiritually fruitful!

____________________________________________

What does that mean, though?  What does it mean to be spiritually fruitful?  It's sort of hard to define with words, but it's easy to see whether someone is or isn't.  Kind of like years ago, someone asked the great trumpeter, Louis Armstrong to define jazz, and he replied, “I can't define it but I knows it whens I hears it.”  It's the same way with trying to define completely what makes up spiritual fruitfulness.  It's very obvious when someone is blessed with spiritual fruitfulness.  Because you can see that the hand of God is in their life and is active within them and what they do.  They have a quiet confidence that is the evidence of true and genuine faith in God.  They become established people whom other people count on and turn to for help and support.  The fruitful person speaks for God and seems sincere and people respect their relationship with God.  It's like they live with a special cloud of blessings following them around everywhere that they go.  They have bad days, but it doesn't seem to affect them like bad days affect others.  They are established; they seem steady; they are defined by genuine love to each other and a sincere heart towards God; things just always seem to work out for them.  They tend to smile a lot.  They attract outsiders to God and His church and kingdom.  It's easy to tell when someone has become spiritually fruitful.

And it's easy to tell when someone is not.  They are bitter and sulky and seemingly unstable.  They are dependable today and not tomorrow, which means that they are undependable.  They consistently make regrettable choices that hurt them and hurt other people as well.  People quickly find out that they cannot really trust them nor believe their words or promises.  They become anything but winners in life.  I'm old enough now to be able to look back at my high school and college days and yet young enough to have found them on facebook and to see what happened.  And for the most part it was even predictable those who would become old biddies and people defined by bitterness.  Because the choices and the decisions that they made in high school, with a very few exceptions, became the choices that they made in life and the result was the same.  Simply put, the people who were fruitful for God then are still fruitful for God now and – usually – the people who were not at all fruitful in a spiritual way, still aren't!  

That tells me that your life decisions and life attitudes that you adopt now are going to determine much in your life to come!  You're not going to stay young forever.  One day some of you will be as bald as I am – just hope that when you are that you married as beautiful as a wife as I did!  I had to marry young, you see, because I knew that the hair was going to go one day.  But this service is an important one for you if you will let the word of God get rooted deep down in your life.  Because just like some trees die and are sickly so are some people.  And yet just like some trees grow and become established and bloom greatly so are some people.  And say it with me:  “It is the will of God that I be fruitful and not wither!”  Say that again!  The will of God is not that anyone should become unfruitful.  

______________________________________    

Okay, so how do I become fruitful for God?  There's a lot that goes into that.  For one thing you need the Holy Spirit.  The fruit that God is wanting to produce in you is the “fruit of the Spirit” and without the Spirit of God inside of you, you'll never be able to produce it.  If you don't have the Holy Ghost, you need it!  And if you've got it, you don't need to quench or suppress it but you need to allow it to do what God wants it to do!  The Spirit of God is a key ingredient of being fruitful.  How many here have the Holy Spirit?  

Another thing that is important is getting a genuine love of God and people.  The scriptures say:

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is  love, joy, peace, patience,  kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23  gentleness,  self-control;  against such things there is no law. ESV   

Have you ever noticed that the Bible does not say here, “but the fruitS of the Spirit...?”  It lists like nine things and yet it says fruit – singular.  It's the same in the original Greek.  Either there is one fruit with nine parts or – as some scholars believe – the fruit of the Spirit is love which manifest itself through all of the other (joy, peace, patience, kindness...).  In other words, it is possible that what this verse is telling us is that the one fruit of the Spirit is love and by getting love is the only way that you can have joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  Either way, love is important!  

I could list a whole bunch of other things that are important to fruitfulness.  Your local church is important, because you need to have your life planted by a river of the current of the Spirit continually running through it for you to be a tree of righteousness.  And where you place yourself in the church is important.  As Psalms 1 said:

Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man  who  walks not in  the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in  the way of sinners, nor  sits in  the seat of  scoffers; ESV      

That's a quick way to not be fruitful in God!  Don't walk in the counsel of the wicked. That means don't listen to the advice of people who are not living for God.  Don't stand in the way of sinners – that means don't live like sinners do and follow their actions and try to be like them.  If they don't please God, then don't idolize them!  And don't sit in the seat of scoffers – that means making light of everything holy and making fun of things that God says are real and serious.  Don't sit in the back at church and just poke fun at what people do, because to do so is to choose to place yourself away from the river of the Spirit of God and to choose a life that is unfruitful!

Your pastor is important and your youth pastor is important for you to be fruitful, because you've got to be tended to and pruned and protected.  There's a lot of things that goes into being fruitful.  But let me narrow the focus for the rest of this message to one thing.  There is one thing that sort of trumps all of the other things.  If you have all of the other stuff and are being fruitful, and yet you don't have this one thing, then eventually the fruitfulness that you do have will die because of it.  If you don't have all of the other stuff and yet you have this one thing, it is very probable that you will begin to see the fruit of the Spirit and of God's will begin to show up.  And so, especially preaching to young people who are mostly filled with the Spirit of God, this becomes a principal thing and an important thing and this one thing we cannot overemphasize enough.  If you tuned me out because your five minute ADD kicked in a while ago, I hope you tune back in for this because this is very, very important if you are going to be fruitful and you cannot be fruitful without it.  You ready for this?  It's true, profound, but very simple:

Stay in One Place!

What I mean is “stick with it.”  Don't give up.  Perseverance.  Or we could put it like this:

Never Quit!

Think with me of a young tree or fruit-bearing plant and you plant it and it begins to grow and every other day or so you go take it out of its pot and dirt and move it.  What will happen?  It will either die or it will grow very stunted.  Did you know that this is even more the truth with fruit trees?  That once a fruit tree has been transplanted or rerooted, that it often takes several years before it is able to produce fruit that is worth anything?  Yes, I said, “years.”  We find this in the Bible in the parable of the fig tree in Luke 13.  For three years the tree had not born fruit and that was normal, but after the third year, the owner expected to receive fruit and gave it one more year before he cut it down.  Living for God is a long-term endeavor and so is spiritual fruitfulness.  And a huge part of being fruitful is staying in one place.

I don't mean that you've got to stay in your hometown and in your parent's house all of your life.  I don't mean that you can never move away and pursue a career somewhere else or attend another church in another town with a different pastor.  What I mean by “staying in one place” is that you stay spiritually grounded in the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and the Will of God no matter where you are.  What I mean is that you are not “in church” one week and out of church the next.  That you are not “on fire for Jesus one month” and all about church and then “all about the world the next month.”  You can be in church and not be “in church.”  And we must live in this world, but you can be in the world and not be “in the world.”  Do you get that?  

What keeps many people – and not just young people – from being spiritually fruitful is that they change pots every few weeks.  Suddenly you're on fire and inviting people to church and talking about how awesome God is and making decisions that cause you to stand out and not blend in with the crowd and then suddenly you're just as one of them and you are watching the same things, going the same place, using the same language, and laughing at the same jokes and acting and dressing and basically being as they are.  And then suddenly you have a good service at church and you're back to being on fire for God and you are witnessing to them and trying to get them to come to youth service with you, and they're looking at you like you're an idiot because they have no faith in you or what your God can do because you are a fruit tree that isn't producing fruit.  And the reason that you are not is because every few weeks or months, you are in a different place spiritually.  You're living for God and then you quit.  You quit and then you quit living for the world and then live for God.  And then you quit living for God again... Your life has become defined by being a quitter.  And the saying is true... Winners never quit and quitters never …!

Listen to the words of Jesus in our text:

John 15:4 Abide  in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. ESV     

Go read that chapter which is about being fruitful and you will see that the key word of Jesus' teaching is “abide.”  That means to remain faithfully connected.  Unless you get connected to Jesus and remain connected to Jesus, you cannot bear fruit.  Over and over again, He emphasizes “abide” because this is one of the core issues of the matter:  if you are not staying connected with Him, then you cannot be fruitful.  And I don't mean connected at youth service for a few hours and then disconnect until next Sunday.  But you must abide.  You must remain connected with Him, His Word, and His Spirit.  To be fruitful, you've got to put some roots down in Him and you cannot do that if you're changing pots and locations every few days or hours.  That great touch of the Spirit at youth service did you little good if you leave that place and quit on God a few hours later and hook up with the opposite of Jesus Christ!  You must abide in me, Jesus says.  The issue is that you've got to stay in one place.  You've got to endure.  You've got to keep living right when it's not easy to live right.  Get some roots!  Get some backbone!  Be a winner in Christ Jesus!  And the issue is that winners never quit and quitters never …!  Unless you abide in me, Jesus says, you cannot be fruitful!

____________________________________

Listen to our other text in Hebrews:

Heb 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. ESV

Say it with me, “for you have need of endurance... so that you can receive the promise.”  Patience and faith are partners.  Did you hear that?  Say it with me:  “Patience and faith are partners.”  The best things in life are not quick and that's precisely why so many young people – and old people for that matter – are not being fruitful for God and living in His will, because to receive the fruit of God's Spirit and His blessing often takes time.  God's promises are sure, but they are not always instant.  It took Peter and the rest of the apostles about eight days of praying continually to receive the Holy Spirit.  Now we know that there was more at stake than their readiness and if a person has truly repented they can receive the Holy Spirit instantly as Cornelius and his family did.  But the point is what if they had quit?  What if they had given up?  What if they had said, “well, the preacher told us that God would do this and so we've come here and done all that he told us to do and there is nothing happened, so we quit?”  The promise was true, but the timing was longer than “presto, poof, it happens.”  And yet they received the promise because they patiently waited for God to do what He said He would do; they received the promise because they refused to quit!

True faith is exhibited by perseverance and patience.  True faith doesn't snap its fingers and say, “if God doesn't do it now as I have decreed, then I quit.”  True faith believes it, acts upon it, and keeps acting upon it until it happens, no matter how long that might be.  I'm not a Greek scholar, but I can quote Greek scholars and that word for “endurance” in the Greek means “to be under something very heavy and yet be resolved that you are not going to move from that spot.”  That you're going to keep holding it up and keep holding it despite it being hard.

I'm preaching to you today:  God has great things for you and great fruitfulness is going to be the result of many of your lives.  I'm not preaching to you as if you are dumb as a stump, but rather as trees of life in the kingdom of God!  There are great soul winners here and great ministries represented here.  There are fabulous diamonds in the rough here that will shine for Him!  There is a great fruitfulness that God has in blessings and promises to everyone here, but you're only going to see that fruitfulness come to pass if you get patience with your faith.  You're only going to see that fruitfulness if you get a bull-dogged tenacity about you that refuses to quit!

Listen to the last verse of that text:

Heb 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls. ESV

The term “shrink back” refers to people who recoil in horror.  It means to back away from something.  That's the way some people treat God:  they hear His great promise and they want it and they claim it and then when God begins to reveal to them what needs to change or what sacrifice comes with His will, they recoil from it and shrink back.  It's ironic that the scripture says here, “shrink back” because when you pull back from the will of God you are always shrinking spiritually.  That is the opposite of growing and a lack of fruitfulness cannot help but be the result of shrinking back.  But I've made up my mind that I'm not going to shrink back but rather grow in God and be fruitful!  I want the blessing of God upon my life!  I want God to do great thing within me!  He is no respecter of person and I hope you want the same!  It's time to stay in one place!  It's time to stop pulling up your roots every few weeks or months.  It's time to sell out to God, get planted by the rivers of His Spirit and live for Him with your whole heart!  Because winners never quit and quitters never … !

_______________________________________  

Now quickly consider the result of what would happen if you become or continue a quitter.  Quitters never win, and there's a whole lot more to it than that.  First,  

Quitting affects your own life negatively.

Our text in Hebrews said:

Heb 10:39a But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, ESV 

I'm not a Greek scholar, but I can quote Greek scholars.  Greek scholars say that word for “destroyed” means, “something so ruined and rotten that it is decomposing.”  I'm still quoting here, “often this word was used to describe the stench of a decaying animal or a dead human body.”  In other words it describes something that stinks so horribly that it makes you want to go throw up and retch when you smell it and it makes you want to run away.  Such is the eventual spiritual condition of those who shrink back.  They become so bitter and so hardened that they repulse God and those who are Godly.  When people walk away from God and quit the life of faith, it produces a sickening, stinking situation.  Their life is no longer characterized by the fruit of the Spirit, but by the works of the flesh.

What do you want your life to be like?  How many want to get married one day?  Do you want your marriage to be one of hatred, arguments, unfaithfulness, and abuse?  Or do you want your marriage to be characterized by true love, faithfulness, gentleness, and kindness?  Do you realize that the first list are the works or fruit of the flesh that are the inevitable outcome of people who quit on the Lord and who quit the life of faith?  And do you realize that the second, desirable list are all fruit of the Spirit?  Do you want your life to be spent in bitterness and turmoil, or love and growth?  Do you want your life to be characterized by success and by good things and by things tending to work out and even when bad things happen, yet things work out?  Or do you want your life to be characterized by failure, by evil things, and by things tending to fall apart and even when good things happen, it seems like they always go bad?  Remember that the most deciding factor of this is whether or not you abide in Jesus Christ.  Those who quit and shrink back from a life of faith and living for God – those who are always quitting – shrink back to something – destruction.  And that destruction is that their life is permeated with the bitterness and the sure result of sin.  

But notice something else:

Your Quitting always affects somebody else negatively.

The bad thing about people who are always quitting serving God with their whole heart, is that they are always connected to somebody else.  And nobody ever quits alone.  Did you hear that?  Nobody ever gives us and it just affects them alone.  Your quitting is affecting somebody else.  Listen to a scripture:

John 21:2-3 Simon Peter,  Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of  Cana in Galilee,  the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but  that night they caught nothing. ESV 

You say, “so they went fishing – what's the big deal?”  There's nothing wrong with fishing except that for Simon Peter, fishing had been the business that Jesus had called him from to serve and follow Him.  This is after the cross and after Jesus' resurrection and during that time right before Jesus ascended into the sky, He wasn't walking everyday in physical form as He had before; He would just appear now and then.  When Peter said, “I am going fishing” he wasn't just heading to the lake for recreation, but was giving up.  He was saying, “I quit this Jesus thing.”  “I'm going back to my old life.”  And notice the response of others, “ we will go with you.”  At least six other disciples followed him back to the boat – the boat that Peter had never gotten rid of in the first place.  When you quit, you never quit alone; it always affects someone else negatively.  It affects you negatively, but it also affects others to go to an unfruitful life.  Unfruitful:  notice that they didn't catch anything!  Winners never quit and yet quitters never … !


One more example and then we'll bring it home.  You may know of the story of Lot's barely escaping from Sodom and Gomorrah.  God destroyed Sodom because of their open sin and rebellion and Lot – only by the grace of God and the prayers of Abraham – barely escaped.  In the process he lost his wife, his home, and some of his children to the judgment.  And then his two youngest daughters got him drunk and caused him to commit incest.  So we could say that although Lot escaped from Sodom, yet he really never escaped the judgments.  It rained down fire and brimstone, the Bible says, and brimstone has an awful sulfur stench.  Truly, when Lot made the decision to pitch his tent towards Sodom and then to eventually move in there, he shrank back from God's will and the result was destruction that was an awful stench as mentioned in our text in Hebrews.  

But my question to you is, “why did Lot find the plains of Sodom so appealing in the first place?”  We know that it was a bad situation because we saw the outcome of the matter.  We know that it was the wrong direction to go because we saw how things turned out.  But what was it that attracted Lot to the area of Sodom in the first place?  The Bible tells us what it was:

Gen 13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the  Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like  the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of  Zoar. (This was before the Lord  destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) ESV  

Lot like the valley surrounding Sodom because it reminded him of the land of Egypt as it looks when you travel towards the Egyptian town of Zoar.  Where did Lot ever get a glimpse of Zoar in Egypt?  Go back to verse 1 of that chapter and you'll discover that Abraham, during a famine in God's promised place, had a moment of doubt and suddenly decided to leave the Promised Land and go to Egypt.  Abraham had a season of giving up.  Abraham changed pots and went to the sinful place of Egypt.  And he took Lot with him.  When you quit, you always affect somebody else.  But here's the heart of the matter:  Abraham made it back and got back into the promises of God and yet his time of quitting introduced something into his nephew and friend Lot, that Lot never escaped and that caused Lot to lose everything.

Quitting is not the answer!  It causes your life to stink spiritually and produces everything that you do not want and worse, it affects somebody else all the more greatly.  When you quit, you influence someone to quit.  And so you might backslide and get back to God, but what about them?  Do you want to live your life with their blood on your hands?  A better way is to be fruitful and to do things God's way and stay put!

You need to be fruitful and that means one thing:

You need to get “quit” out of your vocabulary!

Quit is a four letter word and doesn't need to be a part of a child of God's language!  You're life would be so much more fruitful if you'd lose the “quit.”  So God is working on you and you are under a heavy load spiritually – yet don't quit or you'll never find out the great blessing that was coming from what God was doing!  So God uses the man of God or the youth pastor or even – Gasp! – your parents to prune you and correct you:  don't quit, because with pruning and staying rooted comes greater fruitfulness!  So it's not always easy doing the right thing and living for God – welcome to the club, but living for the world and producing a life of bitterness and regret isn't easy either in the long run.  Don't quit!  Get it out of your vocabulary!  Because the promise of God is true:

Gal 6:9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,  if we do not give up. ESV    

It may take time to be fruitful, but it will be so worth it!  But you'll only discover that if you do not give up!  Don't give up!  Your life's result is riding on your getting that “q-u-i-t” out of your mind and heart and soul and spirit.  There are other people who will either become quitters or become fruitful depending upon what you do!  Be fruitful for God and stay spiritually grounded.  Because winners never quit and quitters never … !

